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services on a regular basis [Hamplová 2008]. One can clearly distinguish between 
regular attendees of services of worship (two or three times per month or more), 
that is, church religionists as such on the one hand and atheists (people with-
out a belief in God, denying both personal and impersonal transcendence) on the 
other, but the majority of the population, or one-half to two-thirds, would seem 
to fall somewhere in between the two extremes (see Table 2). Despite the fact that 
Czechs are stronger opponents of church-organised religion than other Europe-
ans, the very fact of their ‘uncertainty’, and bricolage religiosity/spirituality is not 
so surprising since the situation in other countries is not markedly different [see, 
e.g., Heelas 2002: 359–361]. A comparison of data from the two waves of the ISSP 
highlights recent developments in the proportions of the various groups, whilst 
the most striking trend exposed by the data is the growing number of atheists in 
Czech society. The (church) religious enthusiasm of the early 1990s presumably 
transformed itself into a kind of spiritual awareness during the 1990s which in its 
turn had also begun to wane in the fi rst decade of the new millennium.

What then do the Czechs believe in? In the subsequent passages the au-
thors intend to describe the different religious/spiritual attitudes (or opposition 
to them) among the various groups represented in Czech society: religionists 
(both regular attendees of services and those merely formally professing church 
affi liation), atheists (confi rmed as well as those who understand atheism as un-
churchedness and who are ‘somehow’ religious/spiritual at the same time), and 
the especially important ‘category in between’ (or rather ‘categories’) along with 
an outline of the special characteristics of each of these groups and, importantly, 
of why the ‘atheist’ group is growing so rapidly. 

Development of various beliefs in Czech society 

As the authors have already pointed out, the majority of Czechs do not identify 
themselves with any church. At the same time, however, they are relatively open 
to de-traditionalised and explicitly ‘churchless’ (and often anti-church oriented) 
forms of transcendence. For example, according to the ISSP 2008, more than two-
fi fths of Czech adults believe in the abilities of fortune tellers and faith healers 
with God-given healing powers (Table 3). A belief in horoscopes is only a little 
less popular. Conversely, belief in the afterlife and Heaven is signifi cantly less 

Table 2.  Church religionists, atheists and the ‘category in between’ in Czech society, 
1998 and 2008 (in %)

Church religionists ‘Between the two’ Atheists
ISSP 1998 12.1 66.3 21.6
ISSP 2008 9.7 50.4 39.9

Source: Institute of Sociology AS CR – ISSP 1998, 2008.
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