
A Federated Approach to 
Canada’s Research Data and Open Science

National-level infrastructure and supporting 
tools are currently patching together the many 
pieces of the research data ecosystem into one 
interoperable framework.

How can Canada make Open Science more open? 
Post your thoughts or contact us at open.canada.ca and open-ouvert@tbs-sct.gc.ca

This multi-year joint endeavor involves bringing 
together the stewards of research data across the 
public, private, academic, and non-profit sectors.

Canada’s Research Ecosystem is diverse, with 
academic institutions, research data networks 
and repositories, researchers, and citizens who 
use data in many ways.

Continually supporting Open Science means 
engaging the community to make its many 
research data and workflow platforms as 
interoperable, accessible, and inviting as possible.

Publicly-funded organizations, such as Research 
Data Canada, Compute Canada and CANARIE Inc. 
are helping facilitate Canada’s approach to Open 
Science. Canada’s primary research funders – 
known as the Tri-Councils (SSHRC/NSERC/CIHR) 
– are working on a new draft data management 
policy to facilitate a more open approach to publicly 
funded research in Canada.

Open Science is attracting attention in Canada 
and internationally. Leading Canadian practitioners 
and institutions are implementing new approaches 
and models, including: the Montreal Neurological 
Institute and Structural Genomics Consortium.

Multiple governments work together in Canada – 
federal, provincial, territorial and Indigenous – 
which help take federated research data and 
Open Science to new heights.

Canada is currently working on its 2018-2020 
National Action Plan on Open Government, with 
support from Canadians in making scientific practice, 
knowledge and research more accessible.

Canada is Co-Chair of the Open Government 
Partnership (OGP). As such, the Government 
of Canada is eager to employ its position 
of global leadership to advance a suite of 
Open Government commitments, including 
around Open Science.

Inclusion, participation, and impact are Canada’s 
three key priority areas in its role of co-chair of 
the OGP. Actions include enabling women and 
girls in Open Science, federating research data, 
melding traditional knowledge with Western 
science, and supporting Indigenous people to 
repatriate their data.


