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PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH 

“the many ways in which members of the public  

have engaged and continue to engage in the 

production of scientific knowledge” (15) 

 

- Strasser et al., 2018 

 

• Science (&) policy discourses 

• 5 epistemic practices 
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DISCOURSE LINK 

Epistemic practices of participatory research  

are linked to science (and) policy discourses.  

This involves umbrella terms (Rip & Voss, 2013) 

– topical terms or labels associated with 

scientific and societal promises, e.g.: 

 

citizen science • community-based research • DIY science 

participatory action research • transdisciplinary research 

public engagement with science and technology 

responsible research and innovation • open science 
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WHY IS PARTICIPATORY 

RESEARCH IMPORTANT? 

“In many cases, participatory research projects 

question who can produce legitimate scientific 

knowledge, how it is produced, where it is 

produced, and sometimes why it is produced.  

Thus, participatory research is not necessarily 

just ‘science by other means’, but could refocus  

what parts of the natural and social worlds are 

subject to scientific inquiry, thereby transforming 

what we know about the world.”  

- Strasser et al., 2018: 2 
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II 

 

CALLENGES &  

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 



(1) OPENNESS & ICTS 

• FAIR data 

• International working group on CS data and metadata 

• COST Action WG 5  data standardization & interoperability 

• Uncertainties about legal status, privacy, intellectual 

property and licensing 

• EU Project PANELFIT - Participatory Approaches to a New 

Ethical and Legal Framework for ICT 

• BMBF project on genome editing 

• Credit diverse types of contributions (data, software, 

project platforms, etc.) 
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(2) QUESTIONS OF POWER 

• Equitable cooperations 

• Soleri et al., 2016 

• Inclusiveness 

• Study „Science for all“ by KIT & WiD 

• Empowerment 

• Workshops with practitioners & researchers from  

Citizen Science & Community-based Research 

 

> WG on Empowerment, Inclusiveness & Equity by ECSA & LKN 
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III 

 

OPEN PARTICIPATORY 

RESEARCH 



• Participatory research can profoundly transform how & what we know.  
 

• It is only reluctantly addressed as element of Open Science. 

Concepts are usually not specified; if yes, ideas are often too narrow.  

 >> Need for a pluralistic concept of participatory research. 
 

• It matters how participation & research are conceptualised & done. 

 >> Important challenges: openness & ICTs, questions of power,  

 infrastructures, institutionalisation of CS 
 

• Addressing them needs transdisciplinary and transboundary efforts. 
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OPEN PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH 
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Graphics from  

MoRRI indicators report D4.3 

Diversity of  

infrastructures & cultures  

• Public engagement 

• Research 

• Civic action  

 



 

THANK YOU! 
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